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the nature of intelligent life 1s to destroy itself
a senior thesis in music composition
by michael gancz

Instrumentation:

3 flutes

2 oboes

2 clarinets

2 bassoons

4 horns in F, each with a crystal glass tuned to C
3 trumpets in Bb, each with a crystal glass tuned to C
2 tenor trombones

1 bass trombone

1 tuba

3 timpani

bass drum

water gong or submersible tam-tam (32" or larger)
taitko drum or floor tom

crotales

tubular bells

glockenspiel

marimba

vibraphone

harp

plano

celesta

strings

performance notes:

x noteheads indicate special playing techniques with indeterminate pitch

triangle noteheads indicate the highest pitch available on one's instrument

box notation indicates cells to be repeated

lines with arrowheads indicate continuous transformations in technique

horns and trumpets are provided with crystal glasses to play with their fingers; in certain sections
of the piece, these players are also asked to buzz their mouthpieces with one end submerged in the
glass; if needed, this technique can be demonstrated by the composer

crystal glasses should be set on stools in between each french horn and trumpet player

mm. 117 allows players to improvise; it 1s encouraged that the instructions for that section be read
and understood in advance of rehearsal and recording

flute whistle tones should be played as flitting harmonics of the written fundamental
woodwind key clicks should sound with hints of pitch
string glissandi should be smooth and even unless otherwise specified

tongue stops are produced by bringing the tongue in between the teeth in order to stop one's
airflow with an audible semi-pitched pop



program notes

we live alone in an infinite universe
enrico

1 smell fire & both my socks are wet & all my friends are dead
and there 1s age and lung rot and abandon bubbling up around

and fuck

if 1 was raised to think there's any other way to solve this paradox

the nature of intelligent life is to destroy itself

michael gancz
12-11-21

new haven, connecticut



Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Clarinetin Bb 1

Clarinetin Bb 2

Hornin F 1

Hornin F 2

Hornin F 3

Hornin F 4

TrumpetinBb 1, 2,3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Tam-tam

Crotales

Glockenspiel §

Vibraphone

Violin la

Violin Ib

Violin lla

Violin llb

Viola

Violoncello a

Violoncello b

sparse, twinkling

the nature of intelligent life is to destroy itself

michael gancz
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Repeat cells violently and quite loud for about 2 minutes total between mms. 117 and the end of 119.

Alter material as you see fit; use the notated material only as a guide. think of the orchestra
collapsing under its own weight, yourself collapsing into your own human complexity.
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